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Public Libraries 


IMPERFECT SETS 


Recognizing the importance of periodical literature in modern 
libraries, The Boston Book Company established its Library Depart- 
ment with the idea that a definite service could be rendered over- 
worked librarians by an intelligent effort to supply them with sets of 
Periodicals and Society Transactions ézbliographically complete and ma- 
tertally perfect. 

Under the old method, librarians were forced to buy such sets or 
parts of sets as appeared on booksellers’ catalogues, or were privately 
offered to them, taking their chances as to the completeness or per- 
fectness of the sets. Before the publication of ‘“ Poole’s Index,” the 
shortcomings of such a mode of purchase were not apparent, because 
the deficiencies in sets so bought were not brought to special notice; but 
in these days of thorough indexing, the constant showing up of tanta- 
lizing defects, obliges the conscientious librarian to assume the labor of 
collation, and the subsequent vexatious time and money cost involved 
in trying to make the defects good. 

It is exactly this burdensome and wasteful labor which The Boston 
Book Co. has endeavored to save librarians, by supplying only sets 
which have passed through the hands of a conscientious and carefully 
trained staff of collators. 

We find, however, that some librarians still prefer to buy sets by 
the old method, and to such librarians we wish to make it known that, 
while we consider our method the economical and preferable one to 
libraries in the end, we are entirely willing to sell uncollated sets tc 
such as prefer to buy them. : 

' We have always a great many uncollated sets on hand (because 
conscientious collation is a tedious and time-consuming work) and we 
can offer them as cheaply as any other dealers. In such cases we will 
make an offer of the volumes actually on hand, but will not undertake 
that every page, title page, index, supplement, appendix, plate, or map, 
is supplied, as we do ordinarily. 

The Boston Book Company only asks that a fair comparison 
of price and quality be made, and is perfectly willing to sell to libra- 
rians on any method they may prefer. 


REMAINDER STOCK OF POOLE SETS 


We have bound up for libraries a few sets of-two periodicals that are to be 
included in the next supplement to “ Poole’s Index,” viz.:- “THE Law Quar- 
TERLY ReEviEw,” of London, 12 vols., cloth, $30.00 (regular price in law sheep, 
$48.00, net); and “THE JuripicaL ReviEew,” of Edinburgh, 7 vols., cloth, $24.50 
(regular price in law sheep, $33.25, me?). 

This special price for cloth sets applies only to our stock now on hand. 

These two sets are recommended to the attention of librarians of General 
Libraries. Sample numbers will be sent on application. 


The Boston Book Company 


(CHARLES C. SOULE, Pres.) 15% Beacon St., BOSTON, MASS. 
When writing please mention PUBLIC LIBRARIES. 
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Reference Sheets 
Ange V. Milner 
(Librarian Illinois State normal school) 


(Adapted from the reference sheets made in Amherst 
dibrary for debates.) 


Take sheets of paper of ordinary note- 
paper size. Write subject at top. Fol- 
low this with list of references on that 
subject. Write author and short title 
of each reference, and if necessary state 
whether article is illustrated or not. 
Follow by book no. and page or chap- 
ter. If the reference is to a volume of 


essays, a periodical, or any other col- 
lection, I save time by omitting the 
title of the book itself, and only identi- 
fying it by the class and book number. 
Kemember always that you are making 
it for your own library and not for pub- 


lication. You can make it more zn/for- 
mally and rapidly than you could on 
cards, and can collect in one place a 
much more miscellaneous lot of refer- 
ences to a subject than you would 
approve of bringing together in a card 
catalog under one subject heading, or 
could do without a good deal of for- 

‘mality. The neatest sheets are made 
on a typewriter. 

' Sort the sheets to this extent: put in 
one set all the debate sheets, in another 
all those for themes, essays, and ora- 
tions; let the rest be miscellaneous. 

Mr Fletcher used a letter-file that 
could be stood on its back and handled 
with both hands. Choose a strongly 
made file that will accommodate 200 
sheets, 10 in a place; more papers than 
that are so heavy as to be hard to 
handle, and wear the file too much. 


No. 3 


Number the sheets consecutively 
from 1. Ifa reference list is so long as 
to take more than one sheet, give all 
sheets on the same subject the same 
number. 

Number the pockets of the file, 1-10, 
11-20, etc. The few double and treble 
sheets will do no harm. You may pre- 
fer a file that only holds 100, but I 
would not recommend more than 200. 
Label the files so that the labels will 
show as they stand on the shelf. 

: Reference Sheets * 


An index to these sheets can be put 
in the card catalog among the other 
cards, just as you would insert a card 
or cards for any other bibliography. 

I have a separate index to my sheets. 
I use the little tin trays with alphabet 
and rod, furnished by the Library 
Bureau, and buy plain manilla cards. 
Don’t make an elaborate system of 
cross-references, but make it as easy to 
use as possible. If people would be 
reasonably likely to think of two or 
three different words to express their 
subject, use them all; and if a sheet 
really includes two or three different 
subjects, write a card for each subject. 
A good way is to write the subject word 
at the top of the card, followed by the 
full subject from the top of the sheet 
written on the next line. In that way 
it is easy to choose between three or 
four references to the same subject 
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Put the no. of the sheet on its cards, of 
course, and arrange by dictionary sys- 
tem. Example: 

35. Australia. 

Description and illustrations. 

49. Australia. 

Gold mining. 

I always write the numbers of the 
sheets both on index and boxes, as well 
as sheets themselves, in red ink. 

Have a contents table to each file, 
entering and numbering sheets as soon 
as made, before inserting them in the 
file. The contents table of the debate 
and essay files will often be helpful to 
those who want suggestions of subjects 
for those purposes. 

Example of sheet: 

Literature in the primary grades. 

(McMurray) Method of teaching 
reading. 372.4-M-13. 

_ Reading for children (Smith, A. B.). 
5 1-F-2: 469. 

Nursery classics (Scudder). 
69:537- : 

It can’t be made so quickly if ar- 
ranged alphabetically, and new addi- 
tions to bring it up to date prevent 
keeping that order if begun. In copy- 
.ing book titles I find myself beginning 
with the author, and in copying refer- 
ences from Poole, beginning with title. 
I don’t know which is best, and should 
be glad of an opinion on that point. 


51—-At- 


In New York Libraries 

From the bulletin of the New York 
public library, one gathers that in the 
Lenox, in 1896, 27,727 readers of Amer- 
ican history consulted volumes, and 
5,338 in European history. The next 
largest number comes under the classi- 
fication of English and American liter- 
ature —6,550—and the nearest to that, 
Continental European literature, 4,247. 

The figures varied somewhat from 
this in the Astor library, in which dur- 
ing 1896 the readers of American his- 
tory numbered 33,310, English and 
American literature 32,741, law eco- 
nomics, sociology, and education 26,845, 
European history 24,194. The number 
of volumes being consulted formed an 
aggregate of 236,513. 
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Awakening Interest in the Library 


The following letter from a bright, 
active librarian of a small library is so 
encouraging in its tone that we share 
it with our readers, hoping that it may 
inspire them to plan something for their 
libraries and that they will tell us what 
it is and how it succeeds as fully as our 
friend does in this case: 

I feel that I owe youa vote of thanks 
for the very delightful and helpful 
week at the library institute. I got 
there just the help I needed and hope 
to make this year’s work more effective 
because of it. 

I asked for a blackboard the first 
thing on my return, and they have 
bought two for me. I send you copies 
of my first three bulletins. They are 
just the thing, I find. I put up this one 
first: 


JANUARY II, BAYARD TAYLOR’S BIRTHDAY 
SEE THE FOLLOWING BOOKS: 


Stedman, Poets of America. 
Bolton, Poor boys who became fa- 
mous. 
Stoddard, Poets’ homes. 


BOOKS BY BAYARD TAYLOR: 


German literature. 
Travels in Central Africa. 
Travels in South Africa. 
By-ways of Europe. 
Central Asia. 
Arabia. 
Japan in our day. 
At home and abroad. 
Poems. 
Hannah Thurston. 
Boys of other countries. 


I loaned every book mentioned with- 
in two days, and all to children below 
high school. I merely-called attention 
to the boards, and already there are 
those who look for the bulletins first 
thing before calling for a book. 

Our superintendent is very much 
pleased with the idea and wonders we 
did not do it before. I had put up pa- 
pers with lists before, but we had not 
thought of the blackboards, which are 
a great improvement. 





Is a Large Membership in the A. L. A. Desirable? 


Then I want to tell you about my 
poster exhibit. I took advantage of 
the very generous offer of the Bowen- 
Merrill Co. to loan their collection to 
librarians, and on Friday, Saturday, and 
Monday held an exhibit in the library. 


I decorated the rooms with the large’ 


flags from the school buildings, had 
plants and flowers on desk and tables, 
and the posters on lines throughout the 
rooms. Put out in view some of the 
most attractive books and magazines, 
and had 1021 callers in the three days. 
I put an invitation in each of our pa- 
pers, sent written ones to each school 
and to every club, so it was pretty gen- 
erally known. Asa result I have al- 
ready issued books on 25 new cards— 
most of them to people who have never 
been in the library before—and there 
are a good many of the blank certifi- 
cates out yet that will come in later. 
During the three days we loaned an 
average of 150 books a day. 

We feel more than paid for our trou- 
ble and that our first exhibit was a suc- 
cess. 

Pardon me if I have taken too much 
of your time, but I wanted you to know 
your efforts were bearing fruit. 


Is a Large Membership in the 
A. L. A. Desirable? 


To the Editor Pustic LisrRarRiEs: 

Are you quite sure we want to recruit 
the A. L. A. up to big numbers? My 
mind has been working rather in the 
contrary direction. Might it not be 
well to make the National association, 
if any practicable scheme can be de- 
vised, more select than now? 

The state associations are doing such 
good work for the smaller libraries; 
and the evils to the A. L. A.,are’so 
manifest, of having at each meeting a 
crowd of new members, unacquainted 
with the history, policy, or personnel 
of the association; and drowning out by 
their very numbers the possibility of 
full discussion and careful consider- 
ation of important measures; that we 
may have to consider, before long, mak- 
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ing the National conferences represen- 
tative rather than mass meetings. 

Why not discuss first the policy of 
multiplying and extending the local 
societies, covering the whole country 
with them, and having such frequent 
meetings in convenient places that 
every librarian and assistant in even 
small libraries could get at least oncea 
year a chance for comparison of views 
and the stimulus of association, with- 
out much expense or loss of time; and 
then let each local association choose 
enough delegates, in proportion to its 
active membership, to make up about 
300 members, to constitute the A. L. A.? 

Would not some such plan as this 
insure annual conferences of the lead- 
ers of the profession, and probably ac- 
complish better results than merely 
gathering.into the National association 
whoever is willing to join, and bringing 
together more and more unwieldy 
throngs? 

Pray understand that I do not at all 
object to the missionary idea. Even if 
the representative plan were adopted, 
I think it would be eminently proper 
to have an official or committee charged 
with the duty of going about at the 
expense of the National association, 
founding new local associations and 
strengthening the weak ones and in- 
spiriting the strong. In this way the 
main idea of your movement —that is, 
the extension, strengthening, and utili- 
zation of library enthusiasm — could be 
systematically pushed, while the A. L. 
A. itself, as a body, could be made more 
deliberative, representative, progressive 
and efficient, than it seems likely to be 
under the other plan. 

Some of the local associations seem 
to me at present to be doing more effi- 
cient work, especially for small libraries, 
than the A. L. A. We want to foster 
them, not as rivals, but as allies and 
tributaries to the National association. 

Sincerely yours, 
CHARLES C. SOULE. 
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Electro-chemistry 


J. C. Rowell 
(University of California library) 


No classification of books can seem 
entirely satisfactory to any person other 
than the classifier, nor permanently so 
to the classifier himself. With infinite 
pains he collocates subjects, allots class 
numbers, and applies the scheme to his 
books. All goes nicely for quite a 
while, until his library suddenly receives 
hundreds or thousands of books in 
some one division; and more minute 
differentiation, with consequent re- 
markings on books and in catalogs, be- 
comes necessary. Stoically he accepts 
the situation and simply adds decimals, 
digits, or letters to the classmarks, now 
threatening to stretch out to the crack 
of doom. 

In the seventies he had a book or so 
on the germ theory; but lo! bacteri- 
ology, with its already immense litera- 
ture of applications to medicine and 
sanitation to waters, to the dairy, to 
food products, has well-nigh swamped 
hisclassification. Parasites and entozoa 
were microscopically fewin those happy 
' days before indefatigable students of 

plant and animal physiology and hy- 
giene had begun their infamous investi- 
gations. As for electricity, electrical 
‘engineering, he undevotionally exe- 
crates the name of every new inventor. 
The only balm of consolation applica- 
ble to his wounded self-esteem is the 
thought that “there are others” — other 
classifiers, mere mortals similarly unen- 
dowed with clairvoyance and prophetic 
foresight. 

Within the last three years a minor 
subject —electro-chemistry —has jump- 
ed to a prominent position, with numer- 
ous treatises on its theory and applica- 
tions, and with its special periodicals, 
the Jahrbuch being in the third volume 
of issue. Its shadow certainly will, 
never grow less. 

Fair warning is therefore given to 
classifiers using the D.C. to plant a new 
stake, if room can be found, for electro- 
chemistry, the science which treats of 
the agency of electricity in effecting 


chemical change, and to fasten to it 
fragments gathered from 545.3and 542.8 
(Electrolysis, Electrical Manipulation) 
and 537.8 (Electro-metallurgy). 

In the university of California classi- 
fication, while preferring that it should 
form an independent three-digit class 
to follow Chemical Physics (526), we 
shall be compelled to assign it to 534, 
immediately after Physiological Chem- 
istry. 


A New Library Idea 


A most important step in library 
progress has been taken in Denver, 
which is explained in the following: 

DeEnveER, Colo., January 25, 1897. 

At the fourth annual meeting ot the 
Colorado medical library association, 
held in the public library, January 11, 
1897, it was voted to accept Dr Spivak’s 
proposition to make, with the assistance 
of the public library, a list of the bound 
medical journals and books in the pos- 
session of physicians who approve of 
this plan. 

This list is intended to include only 
those works not to be found in the 
Medical library. Dr Spivak will call 
upon you in regard to this matter with- 
in a short time, and, if you look upon 
the project favorably, will ask you to 
make, or make himself if you prefer, 
on forms which he will present, a list 
of the bound medical journals and 
books contained in your library. The 
lists thus secured from the leading phy- 
sicians of the city will be compiled into 
one list, easy of reference and kept al- 
ways on file in the public library. This 
union list will, in regard to any given 
volume, tell in whose office it may be 
found, and at what hour any reader 
who wishes may visit that office and 
refer to it.- This plan will, as you see, 
make available to the medical men of 
Denver a very large and valuable col- 
lection of the best medical literature of 
recent years, a much larger collection 
than any public institution can offer 
for many years to come. 


. Coto. Mep. Liprary Ass’Nand 
Signed Tue Pustic Lisrary, DENVER. 





The Seamy Side of Indexing 


The Seamy Side of Indexing 
Jessie C. Glasier 
(Cleveland public library) 

Shakespeare, all-around genius that 
he was, can never have tried his master 
hand at indexing. What’s in a name, 
forsooth? Ay, there’s the rub, when 
close classification is the question. Such 
misnomers of titles as contributors to 
popular magazines contrive to foist 
upon a bewildered cataloger! Now 
vague, fragmentary, elusive as Miss 
Murfree’s mountain mists, again com- 
pounded of scientific terms, meaning- 
less to the uninitiated, they prove too 
often the saying that language is used 
to conceal thought. 

Who but an archeologist, for in- 
stance, could explain a reference to 
Corkaguiney Oghams? Cy Warman 
might know at first glance that an arti- 
cle headed Throttling governors, re- 
ferred to steam engines, and not to an- 
archistic rulers of lawless territory. The 
indexer must read to find out. Turn 


again to a promising page entitled 


The home of the Bannock. With a 
quick recollection of certain little cakes 
and incidentally a famous old-time bat- 
tle, you say, Scotland—oh, yes, and 
prepare to read of the land of Bruce 
and Bonnie Charlie. Not so fast. In- 
vestigation shows that you have to deal 
with a communication from a civilized 
red man of your own land. The Ban- 
nocks of this story are not cakes, but 
Indians of North America, and the en- 
try must be made accordingly. 

A recent incident shows how impos- 
sible it is for the conscientious indexer 
to follow copy in regard to titles. 
Back numbers of the leading weeklies 
were being searched for the details of 
certain atrocities among the negroes. 
Indexes and tables of contents revealed 
nothing recognizable under ordinary 
subject headings; but a page-by-page 
scrutiny of one of the political journals 
detected the long-sought paragraph in 
an editorial on Jingoism in the South. 

There is also the broad title that 
gives no hint as to which of several 
meanings it here covers. Light in 
dark places would apply either to 


of 


electricity or foreign missions. What 
is learned from an author-entry which 
shows merely that Mr Thus-and-so has 
a paper in the January Review entitled 
Encouragements, or that Mrs Such-a- 
one contributed to a certain other mis- 
cellaneous monthly an article on the 
Turning of the tide? 

And what, pray, is to be expected 
from fragments of titles such as And 
then; The problem; Why not? A rea- 
son;—et cetera? 

Again, there is the modest title which 
shrinks from promising too much. A 
few observations on the condition of 
affairs in the United Kingdom, or 
Chance glimpses of life among the New 
Zealanders alphabets badly and must be 
remodeled to bring an important word 
where it will catch the eye readily. 

Still more might be said against the 
variety of signature recklessly indulged 
in by contributors. A penalty should 
be fixed for the man who writes his 
name Henry Smith, H. George Smith, 
or H. G. Smith, ad libitum, necessitat- 
ing correspondence with his publishers 
to establish his identity. A three-fold 
thorn in the flesh is G. E. Brown, who 
turns out to be now Gwendolen, and 
again G. Emily, Brown, and will very 
likely be Mrs G. E. B.,and Mrs Thomas 
Jefferson -Jones, before the indexer is 
through with her. 

Publishers, also, have many ways 
which must be mended before the peri- 
odical indexer’s millennium arrives. 
The magazine which numbers its pages 
from one to forty at each issue, is an 
example of how not to do it. Worse 
still are the vaunted Christmas numbers 
which hold themselves above all laws 
of pagination, and present blank mar- 
gins to the reference-maker, who must 
look before and after, and pine for 
what is not, then figure out the paging 
for herself, uncertain whether to leave 
out or count in advertising and supple- 
ment sheets. Another aggravation is 
the periodical which permits an article 
to begin, say,on page 200, run up against 
a wall of infant-food and washing-pow- 
der advertisements, and continue its 
career, crab-fashion, on page 187. 
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Other tribulations might be mention- 
ed, but enough has been said to show 
that in indexing, as in many affairs of 
life outside a library, one should make 
haste slowly, for things are not what 
they seem. 


Exchange of Library Methods 


Since I began to read in Pustic LI- 
BRARIES last July of the various meth- 
ods and plans of giving the greatest 
number of books to the largest number 
of people at the least cost, I have felt 
that my work here in this small corner 
was really a part—and an important 
one-—in the great plan of the uplifting 
of humanity. My patrons here are a 
division of the whole; a small one, per- 
haps, but still if taken away would leave 
a vacant spot on the earth. With this 
thought has come a new inspiration to 
do my work as well as it can possibly 
be done, so that if compared with the 
work of any other library similarly sit- 
uated it shall not show dereliction on 
my part. In following the leadings of 
this thought I am moved to ask for an 
exchange of methods through the me- 
dium-of PusLic Liprarigs, of particu- 
lar branches of the necessary technical 
processes of getting the books into the 
library, of getting them properly placed 
in it, and then of sending them out 
again as quickly and wisely as possible 
where they will do the greatest good 
to the greatest number of people. In 
connection with this there could be dis- 
cussions of how the routine work of 
the different small libraries is carried 
on, from which we can select such proc- 
esses and points as shall fit our indi- 
vidual needs. If given consecutively 
and following the plans of those who 
professionally teach these things it 
would be an added boon to those of us 
who cannot afford either the time or 
the money to take up such a course. 
It may be said that these things have 
appeared already in the Primer; but 
even so, they will bear repeating and, 
I may add, being told more cohérently 
and more in detail. Many of the plans 
given in the Primer can be carried out 
only where there is more money at the 


Libraries 


disposal of the library than is often the 
case. It is an ideal set up for us which 
it is well to have; but what I want isa 
statement in as few words as: possible 
of how these things are actually done 
by those actually engaged in the work 
in a small town, on limited means. 
Much of what is said of many of the 
perplexing problems of a small library 
comes from those who have not been 


‘compelled in their library work to make 


$1 do the work of $3, but generally is | 
the idea of one full of theories, good 
things in themselves, or of one whose 
experience has been gained in the large 
libraries which have ample means at 
their command. If any of the readers 
of Pusiic LisraARiES who know what it 
means to struggle on small library al- 
lowances will, for instance, give their 
plan of deciding what books to buy for 
their library, to begin at the start, I 
shall perhaps have something to say 
about my own troubles along that line, 
and we can be helpful each to the other. 
A discussion carried on through the 
different steps before indicated may 
reveal many things clearly which now 
seem obscure. Can this be done? 
LIBRARIAN. 


Some Grievances as Viewed from 
the Other Side 


Very few public institutions escape 
criticism, and free libraries are espe- 


cially subject to it. The chief com- 
plaint comes from persons who draw 
books for home use, and it is very often 
made with just cause. Much of it, how- 
ever, arises from misunderstanding, and 
would cease were matters once clearly 
explained. - In the Library of Pratt in- 
stitute, for instance, it is not uncommon 
for persons to feel aggrieved because, 
while they stand waiting a few minutes 
for an attendant to serve them, mem- 
bers of the staff may be seen seated 
near by who do not come to the win- 
dows or pay attention to visitors, but 
continue the clerical work on which 
they happen to be engaged. Clerical 
work, which is absolutely necessary for 
the carrying on of a library, would 














never be accomplished were those who 
do it constantly obliged to leave it for 
the windows; and the library-staff 
would very soon be depleted by illness 
and break-downs, were the assistants 
kept on their feet for several hours at a 
time, as is the case in many libraries. 
No assistant is here scheduled for more 
than two hours of continuous waiting 
on the public at one time; when that is 
over, she is expected to take up the 
sedentary work allotted to her as a 
change and a rest for herself, and as a 
means of getting that work done speed- 
ily. If she were to allow herself to be 
called away from this, she would entirely 
defeat the object of the change. And 
because two or three assistants are seen 
speaking together, it does not neces- 
sarily mean that they are neglecting 
visitors for the sake of discussing per- 
sonal affairs; it is much more likely 
that they are consulting with regard to 
some part of their work. No one ex- 
pects the saleswomen in shops to wait 
on any counters but their own, or de- 
mands the teller at the cashier's window 
in the bank. Why should there not be 
system and arrangement in a library, 
in order that its work may be well done, 
as well as in a shop or a bank? 

Many persons have a habit of com- 
plaining to the assistants themselves, 
instead of asking for the head of the 
department or the librarian, and when 
asked to carry their complaints to head- 
quarters decline to do so for one reason 
or another. The assistants have no 
authority to change rules, and all they 
can do is to recommend an appeal. If 
this is not taken, the library is certainly 
not to blame. 

-For most people, all that is necessary 
is to show them this side of the shield; 
but the individual who comes into a 
free library expecting: to set aside the 
rule of First come, first served, and 
to receive special attention, has come 
to the wrong place. It is quite often 
persons with this expectation who go 
out to complain far and wide, forgetting 
that institutions, as well as individuals, 
have and prize their reputations, and 
can be as easily and as irreparably in- 
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jured in that respect.— Pratt Institute 

Monthly. 

Library Economy in University Ex- 
tension 


Cnicaco, ILL., Feb. 15, 1897. 
Editor Pusiic LiBRARIzs: 

In reply to Miss Remmer’s letter in 
the January issue of PusLic LIBRARIES 
I would say that courses in library econ- 
omy are offered by the class-study de- 
partment of the extension division of 
the university of Chicago. 

While the general purpose of these 
courses is to give information along 
broad lines, it is entirely consistent with 
the original plan to give a course on 
some technical subject. 

Each course comprises 24 hours of 
instruction, in 12 periods, usually one 
week apart. The expense is $6 to each 
student. A class cannot be formed un- 
less six students desire it, and a larger 
number is preferred. 

Technical courses in cataloging and 
in reference work will be offered by in- 
structors in Armour institute of tech- 
nology if there is sufficient demand for 
them, but these courses will not be 
equivalent to any part of the regular 
course at a library school. 

KATHARINE L, Suarp, Director. 

Bureau of information, Illinois State 
library association. 

Poole Memoria! 

The committee have in hand now 
the sum of $380. The minimum re- 
quired is $500, and it is desired to have 
the bust finished before the next con- 
ference. Wili all those who wish to 
be represented in this send in their 
money at once? Any amount, however 
small, will be thankfully received. 

Dr G. E. Wire, Sec’y and Treas., 
1574 Judson Ave., Evanston, IIl. 


Not honored then or now because he 
wooed 
The popular voice, but that he still 

withstood. 
Broad-minded, higher-souled, there is 
but one 
Who was all this, and ours, and all men’s 
—Washington.—Lowell. 
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FoLLowinc the Fine art bibliography, 
to appear March 25, there is promise 
that during the year R. R. Bowker 
will edit an appendix to The reader’s 
guide in economic, social, and political 
science, published in 1891 by the So- 
ciety for political education. As soon 
as the Publishing Section can mature 
its plans for a bibliography of cer- 
tain fields of applied science, James 
Douglas, of New York, stands ready to 
contribute 100 titles and notes in min- 
eralogy, mining, and metallurgy. Ifa 
guide to American history could be 
prepared by the Section, it would prove 
helpful in a department which steadily 
grows in popularity. There is today 
four times as much American history 
read as there was ten years ago. 


ATTENTION is called to the letter 
from Librarian, printed elsewhere in 
these pages. The keynote of the pur- 
pose of Pusric Liprariegs is found in 
the plan which is proposed in this let- 
ter. As our circle of readers widens, 
it gathers in a number who have not 
read the first copies and who want to 
know, perhaps, just those things which 


were told in the early pages. We shall 
be very glad, therefore, if the sugges- 
tions in the request for an exchange of 
opinions concerning methods of admin- 
istration are followed. We hope that 
there will be a response from a number 
of our friends, brief, but to the point, 
on the different topics of library ad- 
ministration, and to that end we invite 
those who will contribute, to send us 
for the next number a concise plan for 
ordering books for a small library. 
Remember there are those who do not 
know these things, but who are anxious 
to know, and are capable of learning if 
the opportunity presents itself. It is 
necessary to tell the same things over 
and over, in a new way if we can; but 
the ranks of librarianship are filling up 
with anxious inquirers willing to learn, 
but with not much opportunity, and to 
these we desire to be helpful. 


A LETTER from Mr Soule in another 
column comes in response to the ap- 
peal for an extension of the member- 
ship of the A. L. A. There is some 
truth in what he states in his letter, and 
it is a subject which will bear discussion. 
It is true that a large body is unwieldy 
and is rendered somewhaf ineffective 
by a large number of new people at 
each meeting. But Pusric LiBRaARIES 
is not ready to believe that the A. L. 
A. has yet reached that point. Besides, 
the library spirit which is so fully 
developed and diffused through these 
annual meetings is so much a part of 
them, and so important a part, that any 
principle or proposition which might be 
put forth by the selected body of repre- 
sentatives would lose haif its weight 
without .this indescribable attendant. 
Sections and general meetings, alternat- 
ing as in the N. E. A., might do away 
with some of the objections to the mass- 
meeting character of the sessions. A 
discussion of the subject may bring to 
light still better methods of conducting 
affairs, and those who are interested in 
the welfare of the A. L. A. are invited 
to take up this matter and give their 
views of the subject through our col- 
umns. 
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THERE are bills before the legislatures 
in several of the central states for a bet- 
terment of the library systems of these 
states. Missouri, Indiana, Tennessee, 
Illinois, Wisconsin, and Nebraska far- 
ther west, all have taken steps to ad- 
vance the library interests. Every en- 
couragement should be given these 
movements, as the powerful influence 
for good citizenship which the libraries 
are exerting is so plainly manifesting 
itself in those communities having 
active libraries open to the public, that 
the day should be hastened when every 
state in thé country shall be blessed 
with their presence. 


ATTENTION is called to the account 
of the work the Denver public library 
is doing for the medical society of that 
city. The list of books and journals 
shows, besides the points named in the 
card, the title, author, date, volumes, 
place, and publishers of the book. No 
city in the country is ahead of Denver 
in the assistance the public library of 
the place is giving to the people of the 
town. A list of the books on the labor 
question also was recently sent to the 
different members of the labor organi- 
zations of Denver and vicinity. This 
is a library that is veritably a people’s 
university. 


One of our good friends said to us 
the other day that she wished we would 
call attention to what she considered a 
serious mistake made by library enthu- 


siasts. She said: I hear them tell on 
every occasion of the confessions of 
faith extracted from children by a won- 
derful baiting which the library enthu- 
siast has administered. By avery sim- 
ple process a boy of 15 vears struggles 
to self-consciousness sufficiently to tes- 
tify to his wicked dime-novel reading 
capacity of former days, but now he is 
enjoying Browning’s Saul, or Grote’s 
Greece. Such unwholesome self-con- 
sciousness should be guarded against 
by those interested in children’s read- 
ing. The change may be noted, and 
indeed should be; but don’t sound 
praises of it continually, and above all, 
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don’t tell the reader of it. There may 
be a grain of truth in this which it 
would be well for many of us to exam- 
ine carefully. 


THE people of the East and possibly 
of the middle West are apt to think 
of the libraries in the mountainous 
West as small institutions leading a 
struggling existence. Buta review of 
the matter reveals the fact that many 
of them are as prosperous financially 
and have as systematic methods, as 
large circulation of good material and 
as appreciative patrons, as the libraries 
in the longer settled parts of the coun- 
try. Striking examples of this are the 
libraries to be found in Montana. A 
series of articles has been given to 
the Montana newspapers on the work 
of the Butte free public library which 
reveals an advancement that is cer- 
tainly creditable. Mr Davies, librarian, 
traces the history of the library from 
the beginning, and the account of the 
work done and carried on at present 
furnishes 13 columns of very interesting 
library history. A list of the popular 
books shows the trend of the reading 
of the Montana people along the lines 
of current events and popular ideas of 
the day. The library building and fur- 
nishings of Butte City cost $100,000. 
The total issue of books in the two and 
a half years of its existence has been 
300,000v. The public library of Helena 
is equally an important factor in the 
best interests of that locality. Libra- 
rian Patten has developed a healthy 
public sentiment for his library by mak- 
ing it eminently useful to the commu- 
nity. The lists of books which appear 
in the Helena papers on special topics 
and for anniversaries, show a high class 
of books in the library. In the near 
future, with the enlarged quarters and 
more ample means which are being 
prepared for it, Helena public library 
will be a leading library in the West. 
The eastern libraries which we are wont 
to think the exponents of advanced li- 
brary methods can study the library 
movement in the West with profit to 
themselves. 
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Library Meetings 
A. L. A. Meeting 


The special meeting of the A. L. A., 
called by request, was held in New York 
February 3. There were about 65 mem- 
bers present, mostly from the eastern 
sections of the country. C. W. An- 
drews, of Chicago, was the only West- 
ern man present besides the president 
and secretary. A discussion of the 
subject for which the meeting was 
called—the incorporation of the A.L.A. 
under the laws of the United States—led 
to a consensus of opinion that it was 
not expedient to undertake to do such 
a thing by the action of so limited a 
number. The consideration of the cir- 
culars which called for an expression 
of opinion by this meeting as to the 
advisability of paying a competent per- 
son to attend library meetings in vari- 
ous parts of the country in the interests 
of the A. L. A., was also deferred until 
the meeting at Philadelphia. 


California—The regular monthly meet- 
ing of the Central California association 
was held on Friday evening, February 
12, in the Oakland public library. The 
following program was prepared: A 
chat on French libraries, Rev. E. J. 
Dupuy; Books and Bookmen, Dr G. A. 
Danziger; Sketch of the Oakland pub- 
lic library, Henry A. Peterson; Califor- 
nia bibliography, Robert E. Cowan; 
Discussion—Indexers versus card cata- 
logues. The new Alameda indexer was 
exhibited, and was closely examined 
by the librarians present. 

A. M. Jevuison, Sec’y. 


Chicago—The Chicago library club 
held its 34th regular meeting at the 
John Crerar library, January 7, at 8 
o'clock. 

The meeting was called to order by 
the president, A. H. Hopkins, who an- 
nounced the appointments of commit- 
tees to undertake the work of the com- 
pilation and publication of the Union 
list of periodicals which is to be ‘pub- 
lished by the club. 

Mr Andrews, chairman of the com- 
mittee on editing, reported that he had 


received assurance from the chairman 
of the committee on finance that the 
club might count on sufficient pecuniary 
assistance for the printing of such a 
list. He said that the committee had 
voted that the club request the librari- 
ans of the larger libraries of Chicago 
and vicinity to state how far they would 
be willing to assist the club in the prep- 
aration of the list in as complete a form 
as possible. 

Mr Hild, chairman of the committee 
on finance, reported that no definite 
amount had been secured, but the com- 
mittee held no doubt of receiving ade- 
quate help from all the larger libraries 
and many of the smaller ones. 

Following Mr Hild’s report, the paper 
of the evening, Libraries from the 
outside, was read by H. T. Sudduth. 
Mr Sudduth, by way of preface, de- 
scribed a visit to some of the libraries 
of Philadelphia and New York. Asa 
nearer approach to the subject, the 
speaker said: Between reader and li- 
brarian there ought to exist, and nearly 
always does exist, naught but good 
will and courtesy. After touching 
upon the subject of free access to the 
books historically, the practical side 
was taken up anda plan outlined which 
would admit all readers to the shelves, 
even in the largest public library. 

Mr Andrews, librarian of the John 
Crerar library, spoke briefly of the 
plans and scope of the library, and 
gave a cordial welcome to the club 
upon this the first public meeting held 
in the new library. 

The members of the club then spent 
a pleasant hour looking about the li- 
brary, its beautiful rooms and very com- 
plete equipment. 

Dainty refreshments were served by 
the young ladies of the staff. 

Mary B. Linpsay, Sec’y pro tem. 


The February meeting of the Chi- 
cago library club was held in the free 
public library of Evanston, Thursday 
evening, February 4. 

The usual business of the club was 
transacted, and the members were noti- 
fied of the resignation of May L. Ben- 
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nett as secretary and the election of 
Margaret Mann, of Armour institute of 
technology, to succeed Miss Bennett. 

The first paper of the evening was by 
G. B. Meleney, of the Library Bureau, 
on New devices in library appliances. 
Mr Meleney did not confine his remarks 
to library appliances, but spoke on sub- 
jects of general interest to the librarian. 
He stated that the Library Bureau did 
not lead in library devices, but rather 
followed the suggestions and demands 
of the librarian. His remarks covered 
many interesting subjects, and sug- 
gested many new developments in the 
library field. 

A series of papers prepared by assist- 
ants in the libraries in and about Chi- 
cago, and devoted to subjects of inter- 
est in the libraries represented, was then 
read. 

Margaret Mann, of Armour institute 
of technology, told how the instruction 
in cataloging is given to the library 
training class. 

Carl Roden, of the cataloging de- 
partment of the Chicago public library, 
described the new public card catalog 
which has been in progress since 1893, 
and which represents a cost of about 
$20,000. 

Sarah Dickinson, of the John Crerar 
library, gave an interesting account of 
the method of keeping the records of 
the large number of periodicals sub- 
scribed for by this library. 

Shorter titles under subject entries, 
was presented by Miss Mcllvaine, of 
the Newberry library. 

The last paper told of the work which 

‘is being carried on*by the Free public 
library of Evanston with the public 
schools. This was presented by Miss 
Alling, of the Evanston library. 

At the close a social hour was spent, 
the young ladies of the Evanston li- 
brary staff serving light refreshments. 

MARGARET Mann, Sec’y. 

Colorado—The January meeting of the 
C. L. A. was called to order on Friday, 
January 15, by President Whitaker. 

The audience showed an _ increase 
over previous meetings and the pro- 
gram was interesting and instructive: 
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Book printing—J. Harry Carson. 

Book binding—A. T. Bowen. 

Mr Carson illustrated his talk by ex- 
hibits of forms, type, linotype slugs, 
stereotype plates, and all kinds of cuts, 
engravings, etc., used for illustrations, 
explaining in detail the manner of mak- 
ing and using each. 

Mr Bowen’s talk on binding was also 
illustrated by practical examples of 
work. Mr Bowen went through the 
operation of binding in several styles, 
beginning with the folding of the pa- 
per, and showing different methods of 
sewing and fastening on covers. All 
kinds of cloth and leather used in book 
binding were also exhibited, and the 
differences and advantages of each 
were explained. 

Under the head of miscellaneous 
business it was decided to have the 
executive committee send a list of fif- 
teen names to each member, from which 
to select eight names which will be sub- 
mitted to the governor with the recom- 
mendation that he appoint the State 
library commission from said list, pro- 
vided the bill now before the legislature 
providing for the appointment of such 
commission becomes a law. 

The association also indorsed a peti- 
tion urging the passage by Congress of 
the bill now pending, which relates to 
the printing and distribution of public 
documents. 

The next meeting of the association 
will be held at Boulder on February 12. 

H. E. Ricuikg, Sec’y. 

Connecticut—The sixth annual meeting 
of the Connecticut library association 
and the second union meeting of the 
library associations of the New England 
states was held in the hall of the Con- 
necticut historical society, Wadsworth 
Athenzum, Hartford, February 3. 

The morning session was a business 
meeting of the Connecticut library 
association, at which the usual reports 
were read and accepted. An invitation 
from the Scoville memorial library at 
Salisbury to hold the May meeting 
with them was referred to the execu- 
tive board. The following officers were 
elected: President, Frank B. Gay, Hart- 
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ford; vice-presidents, Frederic Bill, 
Groton; Isabella Eldridge, Norfolk; 
Frederick Hurd, Bridgeport; Ellen 
Spencer, Naugatuck; Mrs Donald T. 
Warner, Salisbury; secretary, Angeline 
Scott, South Norwalk; assistant secre- 
tary, Josephine. S. Heydrick, South- 
port; treasurer, Anna G. Rockwell, 
New Britain. 

The Union session at 2 Pp. M. opened 
with a large attendance, representatives 
being present from all the New Eng- 
land states except Maine. W. K. Stet- 
son, president of the Connecticut 
library association, introduced Hon. 
James G. Batterson, vice-president of 
the Wadsworth Atheneum. Mr Bat- 
terson, after extending a cordial wel- 
come to the city of Hartford, and the 
freedom of the library, expressed the 
deep interest of the people in the im- 
portance of the duties of a librarian. 
To know what books to read, how to 
read them, and where to find them, 
were questions of great importance in 
every community. The librarian can- 
not control the tastes nor the habit of 
the reader, but can frequently give 
sound advice It is to be regretted 
that the use of our circulating libraries 
is, to a too great extent, a matter of 
temporary diversion rather than mental 
discipline and useful education. Novel 
reading is not to be condemned be- 
cause the characters are fictitious, for 
by such means we may exemplify the 
most exalted truth or preach the gos- 
pel of love and mercy. Novel reading 
may increase our knowledge of human 
life if the picture be true, but it is too 
often false. It is true that the best 
thoughts of great writers of modern 
time have been expressed in fiction, 
and the question is, how to use these 
works as a means of education rather 
than one of dissipation. The confirmed 
novel reader is always being filled, but 
never fed, and though he may submit 
to advice, he never will to dictation. 
Established courses of reading will 
seldom be followed. A monthly meet- 
ing of readers in a library to discuss 
books read, and to ask questions or 
suggest subjects for future meetings, 
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would stimulate reading to a more 
profitable purpose. What is worth 
reading is worth being talked about. 
The questions asked in this’ meeting 
may be useful also for the librarian in 
suggesting what books to buy. 

In answer to the call for reports from 
New England library. association, 
Louise G. Bartlett, of the St. Johnsbury 
Atheneum, reported from Vermont. 
The association had had but one meet- 
ing; the libraries being so widely sepa- . 
rated, and the librarians in many cases 
having no salary, it was difficult to get 
together. Since organizing their li- 
brary commission 61 new libraries have 
been started. 

William H. Tillinghast, secretary of 
the Massachusetts library club, said 
that the chief question of interest be- 
fore their club during the year had been 
that of continuing the lists of select 
fiction, and that, though many of the 
librarians who had the lists had ex- 
pressed their interest in them, so small 
a number had found them of practical 
use that it was thought best to discon- 
tinue issuing them. 

The report from Connecticut showed 
three meetings of much interest and 36 
towns accepting and adding to state 
aid in behalf of their libraries. 

Herbert Putman, president of the 
Massachusetts library club, gave a 
most interesting address, opening with 
a yraceful’ response to Mr Batterson’s 
welcome, and a tribute to the ad- 
vantages of Hartford in respect to its 
libraries. In examining the list of sub- 
jects discussed in the American Library 
Association, the Library Association of 
the United Kingdom, and many of the 
state associations, he found a large per 
cent of the subjects discussed in the 
state association to be the same as 
those in the general associations, and 
suggested that, while the general asso- 
ciations should take the larger subjects 
of library administration and econom- 
ics, the state associations might do 
better to spend a larger percentage of 
their time on matters of more local in- 
terest—local history, bibliography, and 
special industrial needs, purchase of 
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books, inter-library loans, and especially 
the discussion of books that would help 
the librarian in making his selections; 
that they insist upon a higher standard 
for library assistants, and on the pre- 
rogatives of librarians. The librarian 
should be consulted in planning the 
building, in selection of books, and 
choosing of assistants. 

The librarian of today has a more 
difficult problem presented to him in 
this age of free thought, free speech, 
and unlicensed publication. The idea 
that a library should deny to the pub- 
lic nothing that a bookseller has to 
offer, he, though of a family of book- 
sellers, most emphatically repudiated. 
A library should be progressive in 
many things, but conservative where it 
concerns a question of morals and 
social order; and he earnestly urged the 
librarians to use their influence in 
counteracting the revolutionary ten- 
dency of the age. 

Rev. Samuel Hart, D. D., of Trinity 
college, opened the discussion on Co- 
operation in Hartford libraries. The 
method was to a great extent useful in 
the prevention of duplicates and the sav- 
ing of money for necessary purchases. 

The State library, devoted to works 
of jurisprudence, would have books not 
needed in the other libraries; the Wat- 
kinson library had many large and 
beautifully illustrated books, also many 
technical works; the historical society 
had genealogies and local histories; 
the theological seminary, collections of 
Bibles in different languages, hymnol- 
ogy, special periods of ecclesiastical 
history, as well as theology; Trinity 
college, collections of pamphlets and 
sets of scientific works, English state 
history and lexicography; the public 
library supplied the current and stan- 
dard literature. : 

William E. Foster, of the Providence 
library, being prevented by illness from 
attending the meeting, sent his paper 
on Coéperation in Providence libra- 
ries, which was read by F. B. Gay, of 
the Wadsworth Atheneum. The three 
Providence libraries represented three 
well-known types which are ideally 
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adapted for codperation with each 
other—namely, the public library, the 
shareholders’ library, and the college 
library. A monthly meeting of the 
librarians of the different libraries is 
held for comparing notes and consulta- 
tion. Similar methods to those used in 
the Hartford libraries are in use for the 
preventing of duplicates. The funda- 
mental principle connected with the ac- 
cessions to the library is that the com- 
munity as a unit is to be kept in mind 
rather than the constituency of any 
one of the libraries separately. One 
of the provisions of the Athenzum 
library is that the librarians of Brown 
university and of the Providence public 
shall be considered shareholders of the 
Providence Athenzum, thus making it 
possible to add without embarrassment 
books that might not otherwise be 
selected. The public library in its 
monthly bulletins, by placing the ini- 
tials A (Atheneum) and B (Brown) 
against the titles of such works as are 
also in those two libraries, not only tells 
where the books are to be found, but 
helps in future purchasing to prevent 
duplicating. The last bulletin of the 
year also has 40 pages of a record of 
books added to the three libraries. 
They also unite in the publication of a 
list of their periodicals, serials, and an- 
nuals, which has been enlarged so as to 
cover 20 libraries and reading rooms in 
the vicinity of Providence. It com- 
prises 1100 entries and will appear 
each year in one of the numbers of the 
monthly bulletin. 

C. A. Cutter, of Northampton, said 
that the two municipal libraries of that 
city codperate with each other and also 
the Amherst college library. 

Mr Fletcher, of Amherst, mentioned 
that the library superstition that a book 
once in the library should stay there, 
sometimes prevented exchanging books 
to places where they would do more 
good. 

Mr Lane, of the Boston Athenzum, 
said that the Athenzum library is 
giving away books to the Medical 
library without getting anything in ex- 
change for them. 
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C. D. Hine, of the State Board of 
Education, in answer to a question, 
stated that the school libraries of Hart- 
ford were mostly in the Hartford pub- 
lic library, just the place, he thought, 
where they should be. 

A resolution passed by the associa- 
tion of Central California requesting 
publishers of periodicals to send title 
page and index with the last number of 
volume, or as soon after as possible, 
without request, was read, and after 
some little discussion a motion was 
made that W. I. Fletcher and T. Sol- 
berg be instructed to draw up a resolu- 
tion to send to the A. L. A. committee 
desiring them to consider the question 
at the next general conference. The 
vote was put and carried. 

Caroline H. Garland, of the Dover 
public library, read a very bright and 
interesting paper on the Trials of a 
librarian. 

Mr Eastman, of the State library, 
New York, said a few words about the 
library department of the National 
Educational Association, and earnestly 
advised the executive board of each 
association represented to secure, if 
possible, the attendance of five dele- 
gates at the annual meeting of the 
National Educational Association at 
Milwaukee, in July, 1897. As all the 
associations would have meetings of 
their own before that date, it was 
thought best to defer action until the 
state meetings. 

A message of greeting from the li- 
brary association of Washington city 
was read, and an invitation given from 
the New Hampshire state association 
to hold the next union meeting with 
them a year hence, or at such time as 
the different associations might decide 
upon. 

Adjourned to the United States hotel, 
where the Connecticut library associa- 
tion entertained its guests at supper, 
about 150 being seated at the tables. 

An informal reception was held in 
the evening at the Wadsworth Athe- 
nzum, with an exhibition of engrav- 
ings and prints illustrating the Stuarts 
of England; newspaper prints, scrap- 
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books, etc., in the public library; and 
the treasures of the historical society. 
Charles Dudley Warner, who was to 
have given the evening address, was 
prevented by illness from being present. 
Mary A. RicHarpson, Sec’y. 

Indianapolis—The.Library Round Ta- 
ble held on February 17, as part of 
the annual meeting of the Superintend- 
ent section of the N. E. A., showed a 
great deal of interest in the subject of 
library reading by those present. Not- 
withstanding the blunder of putting the . 
meeting in the high school building, 
there was an attendance of more than 
100 persons, made up largely of super- 
intendents of schools. Melvil Dewey, 
who was to have conducted the exer- 
cises, was prevented from being present, 
and Pres. Gilbert requested J. H. Van 
Sickle, of Denver, to take his place. 
The discussions on the various topics 
were led by F. M. Crunden, of St. 
Louis. The first subject on the pro- 
gram was What and how teachers 
should read. Mr Crunden said that in 
many cases the teacher was the only 
source of inspiration that children met, 
therefore it was important that this 
fountain head should be clear, pure, and 
fresh in its contents. What a teacher 
is himself, is more important than what 
he gives out. He should keep up with 
current ideas, which after all are the 
old thoughts in new form. 

F. A. Hutchins, of Baraboo, Wis., 
thought teachers would do the best 
work when they were enthusiastic read- 
ers of children’s classics. They should 
read all the books intended for children. 

Supt. Woods, of Michigan City, Ind., 
said that teachers of the present day 
were sadly deficient in knowledge of 
children’s books or of what children 
ought to read, because they themselves 
were not taught what such books should 


e. 

Mr Foerste, of Dayton, O., spoke on 

the poor selection of books in small, 
and often large libraries. 

Supt. Miller, of Lincoln, Neb., said 
he was opposed to reading for teachers 
as such. They are men and women, 
and should read just what other people 
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do. He observed teachers to be tire- 
less readers, but their reading is too 
professional. They should read what 
other people of culture read. He 
thought normals and colleges should 
teach how to read for the soul of litera- 
ture, and not for so much dissection. 

Mr Crunden then read a letter from 
Melvil Dewey, urging teachers to take 
an interest in the new National] library 
at Washington, and outlining some of 
the benefits to be derived from the 
proper administration of such an in- 
stitution. 

Dr A. E. Winship, of Boston, fol- 
lowed with a vehement plea for teach- 
ers to own their books. He said that 
much more could be done for teachers 
by librarians, than was being done. 
Librarians needed to get closer to the 
teachers and not go off by themselves, 
putting up barriers to keep the teachers 
out. Teachers were afraid of librarians, 
he was afraid of them himself. He be- 
lieved no one could love and under- 
stand a good book who depended on 
the library for it. 


Mary E. Ahern spoke next in de- 


fense of the librarians. She thought 
Dr Winship could not know of the 
work being done for the schools and 
teachers in Massachusetts by Librarians 
Putnam, Green, Cutter, Jones, and a 
score of others, or he would not be so 
severe. Librarians have been literally 
chasing teachers for 20 years, trying to 
dothem good. They are coming close 
together, and the change from reading 
as a task to reading as a delight, is due 
totheir united efforts. 

J. H. Van Sickle told of the good 
’ work being done in the Denver schools 
and the school libraries which were 
growing up. 

Supt. Carter, of Danville, Ill., advo- 
cated putting everything into the pub- 
lic library. His teachers sent to the li- 
brary for the books wanted and were 
supplied by means of duplicates which 
were bought by the school board. 
Had as many as necessary and kept 
them as long as needed. 

Mr Crunden, speaking of the func- 
tion of the library in relation to the 
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public schools, said it was better to 
learn to love books than to know their 
contents and hate them. Let there be 
reading for pleasure in schools, not all 


‘for a task. Then will students come 


out with a taste for good books. Often 
the reading is so dull and poor in 
school that stimulants are needed to 
get them to read at all afterwards. A 
good book is an open door to life and 
the development of the mind. 

Mr Foerste told of the catalog which 
he had made of the books which he 
wished his pupils to use and had placed 
in the library for their assistance. 

Several other teachers spoke of the 
work they were doing to bring libraries 
and schools together, and the meeting 
was both helpful and interesting. 

The lateness of the hour caused ad- 
journment, and all regretted the short 
time allotted to the work. 

New Hampshire—The State association 
held its eighth annual meeting at Man- 
chester, January 27. After a welcome 
from the mayor and the transaction of 
the usual business, the morning session 
was devoted to a discussion of a paper 
read a year ago by A. H. Chase, State 
librarian Mr Chase, under the general 
title of Codperation among the libraries 
of New Hampshire, suggested several 
measures, but the one chiefly discussed 
at Manchester was his suggestion that 
towns and cities interchange books of 
their librarieson request. The question 
was argued negatively by J.H. Whittier, 
of the State board of library commis- 
sioners,and affirmatively by Col. Daniel 
Hall, trustee of the Dover public li- 
brary, and Fred Gowing, State super- 
intendent of public instruction. Mr 
Whittier agreed that books from the 
State library might be loaned to differ- 
ent towns to advantage, but that one 
town could not be taxed for the wants 
ofanother. The other gentlemen urged, 
as the right book has so often been in- 
strumental in the development ofa great 
mind, the loaning of thirsted-for lit- 
erature should not be confined to the 
State library, but that a town should 
send to a needy neighboring town 
books just as much as it would a fire 
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engine. The bright discussion of this 
one point took till noon, and a com- 
mittee was appointed to report at the 
next meeting on Mr Chase’s other sug- 
gestions. 

The afternoon session was opened by 
W. I. Fletcher, librarian of Amherst 
college. His subject was Library ad- 
ministration for practical results in the 
community, and his talk was inspiring. 
No one could hear his plea for public 
access to shelves and for freedom from 
too great conventionality in methods, 
without resolving to go home and, as 
he advised, write Hospitality and en- 
couragement on the library banner. 

Gardner M. Jones, librarian at Salem, 
Mass., was welcomed as the next 
speaker, and in the few minutes that 
remained he urged that freedom of ac- 
cess was dependent upon local condi- 
tions for desirability, and then went on 
to mention lines of books particularly 
suited in New Hampshire to be of prac- 
tical good to the community, such as 
works on forestry, good roads, etc. 


The visiting librarians went to the 
city library to see Miss Sanborn’s many 
improvements there, and to thank her 
for making the day so pleasant and 


successful. The meeting, even with its 
two sessions, seemed adjourned at the 
height of interest. Everyone present 
felt he could not have afforded to miss 
it. "The officers elected for the follow- 
ing year—and pursuant to amendments 
offered by Miss Garland, of Dover, 
these officials will constitute the execu- 
tive board of the association—are as 
follows: President, A. H. Chase, Con- 
cord; Vice-presidents, Prof. M. D. Bis- 
bee, Dartmouth, and Col. Daniel Hall, 
Dover; Secretary, Grace Blanchard, 
Concord; Treasurer, A. E. Pickering, 
Newington. 
GRACE BLANCHARD, Sec’y. 

Pennsylvania—The February meeting 
of the Pennsylvania library club was 
held on Thursday, February 4, at the 
Wagner free institute of science, and 
was attended by 70 members. , 

The principal business of the evening 
was the election of the following off- 
cers for 1897-98: 
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President, Henry J. Carr, of Scranton. 

John Thomson and Robert P. Bliss, 
first and second vice-presidents. 

Mary P. Farr, secretary; Helen G. 
Shelden, treasurer. 

The incoming president nominated 
as the executive committee, John Ed- 
mands, chairman; T. L. Montgomery, 
Alfred Rigling, George P. Rupp, C. S. 
Kates, Alice B. Kroeger, Jennie Y. 
Middleton, Mrs Fell, and Mrs Resag. 

The discussion of the evening was 
devoted to the life and works of’ 
Richard Harris Barham, of Ingoldsby 
fame. Lorin Blodget read a long and 
carefully prepared description of the 
life of the author, studding it with 
humorous anecdotes of the witty 
writer. He contrasted the ecclesiasti- 
cal and author sides of the writer, and 
graphically detailed the characteristics 
of the coterie of punsters and humor- 
ists with whom Barham passed the 
brightest part of his career. 

Edith Ridgway read a clever review 
of Ingoldsby’s works, pointing out in 
detail the attitude shown at the begin- 
ning of the present century toward the 
legendary part of Christian lore. 

The general impression was that the 
preparation of such papers by library 
assistants before their critical peers in 
library work was excellent, both for the 
writers of the papers and their com- 
panions in library life. 

Notice was given that early in April 
a union meeting between the library 
association of New Jersey and the 
Pennsylvania library club will be held 
in Atlantic City. The meeting prom- 
ises to be very successful, and the At- 
lantic City citizens committee is taking 
up the matter with a view of making 
the visit of the librarians helpful to- 
ward the establishment of a free li- 
brary in Atlantic City, and pleasant to 
the visitors. 

Wisconsin — The sixth annual confer: 
ence of the Wisconsin state library 
association was held in Milwaukee, 
February 22-23. Nearly every library, 
and certainly every library interest in 
the state, was represented. 

The meeting was opened Monday 
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afternoon by a word of welcome from 
Director Percles, of Milwaukee. Presi- 
dent Hutchins responded and acknowl- 
edged the helpfulness of the Milwaukee 
public library in carrying out the plans 
of the association. Then speaking on 
his subject, Traveling libraries in 
Wisconsin, he traced the growth of 
the work. Those already established 
have increased and several new lines 
have started. There are now 36 
Stout libraries and they have reached 
15,000 people. Ten children’s books 
have been added to each library, mak- 
ing 40 books in each case. Mr Witter 
sends 25 libraries in Wood Co. As 
these libraries are selected from the 
best books and are the only books to 
be had in the rural districts, country 
children especially are reading a better 
class of books than city children, who 
can, and often do, make a choice of 
second and third rate books. Gavea 
number of instances of effective work 
done in the little hamlets in isolated 
districts. Asked for reports from far- 
mers’ institutes, as the agricultural 
books were generally too technical to 
be interesting to patrons, and were 
usually unpractical. 

Mr Hutchins was followed by Janet 
Green, of Ashland, whotold of the great 
work being done by the Northern Wis- 
consin traveling library association. By 
dividing the labor they have interested 
clubs, churches, schools, and business 
people in their plans. They have al- 
ready secured in the three months’ 
work 300v., 459 magazines, and $35. 
They hope to have 35 traveling libraries 
. by the first of the year. Several letters 
were read by Miss Green from those de- 
siring the libraries, and a strong appeal 
made for books and periodicals to be 
sent them, 

A letter from Mrs Sara Elliott, of 
Saratoga, who had received one of the 
Witter libraries, showed what these 
books meant to the country people. A 
request was made for copies of maga- 
zines and papers—weekly or monthly. 
Many people throw away old period- 
icals, when these people would gladly 
receive them as a boon. 
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Miss Clark, vice-president of the 
Wisconsin economic association, ex- 
plained the work of that body, and 
showed its importance in the work of 
uplifting humanity. She asked that 
the libraries, both public and traveling, 
place more importance on books on 
housekeeping, cooking, care of chil- 
dren, hygiene, cleanliness, furnishing, 
and good habits. Low-grade cook- 
books and useless books on fancy 
work now make up the supply in most 
libraries. They should have standard 
literature on the latest researches im 
scientific and household economics. 

Miss Clark was followed by Miss 
Tanner, teacher of art in the Wisconsin 
normal school, who gave a very inter- 
esting paper on traveling pictures, and 
the grand work that could be done with 
them. Miss Tanner’s paper will be 
given later in PusLic LIBRARIES. 

Senator Stout was enthusiastically 
received by the association as he arose 
to say a few words as to how the travel- 
ing library system can be extended in 
Wisconsin. He told of the bill in the 
legislature which appropriates $5,000 
for the work. The traveling library 
was clearly established now; was found 
practical and helpful, and all that was 
needed was more money. He urged 
coéperation. Senator Stout advocated 
making the Congressional library a 
National library, as the head of all libra- 
ries, with a system of exchange with all 
local city or state libraries, under limit- 
ation. A great factor in the good work 
to be done by libraries is good roads, 
as means of easy access to the centers 
of population, and of communication 
between different places. 

Dr Birge, of Wisconsin university, 
heartily seconded Senator Stout in all 
he said. Education, books, good roads, 
were essential to contented country 
life. If enterprising boys and girls are 
to remain in the country these things 
must be furnished—an easy way to get 
out, spiritual help, and intelligent com- 
panionship. Schools furnish intelli- 
gence, and the library should supply 
the food for aroused intellectual life. 
A strong, contented rural population 
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is the strength of a nation, but it must 
remain there because it wants to. 
Traveling libraries are a help in these 
things because they send helpful com- 
panionship. Education which does not 
lead to books and provide books, is 
robbed of more than half its value. 

R. G. Thwaites, of the State historical 
association, told of the loaning of books 
for reference work, and expressed the 
hope that in a year he would have trav- 
eling history libraries for the clubs of 
the state. 

The meeting took a recess until 8 
o’clock, and supper was served by the 
Milwaukee Library Round Table to all 
present. A most enjoyable two hours 
of social intercourse intervened. 

The trustees’ session began at 8 
o'clock, and was called to order by Dr 
Birge. Mrs E. E. Vaughn read a paper 
on the Relation of the trustee to the 
library. This paper will be presented 
soon in Pusiic LIBRARIES. 

The relation of the librarian to the 


trustees was discussed by Dr Peckham. 


Hie was earnest, practical, and to the 
puint. Get a good librarian and hold 
him chiefly responsible for books and 
administration of the library. Don’t 
interfere with the librarian; he has a 
better chance to know what is best in 
these things than the trustee. He isa 
dangerous. man for any business who 
has interest without well-balanced 
judgment. The general policy and 
money matters ought to be decided by 
the governing board, and then let the 
head of the library or department carry 
out the plans. 

Dr Peckham was followed by Trustee 
Johnston, of Milwaukee. He advocated 
leaving matters of administration and 
books in the hands of the librarian. 
Trustees ought not to think they can 
make up the deficiency of the librarian. 
If he cannot do what is expected of 
him, turn him out and get a librarian 
who can. The public library is the 
most important educational interest in 
the country today. In Milwaukee it is 
also the cheapest in the city. The 
number of pupils in the schools is 
27,000, while the number of regular li- 
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brary readers is 22,000, educated all the 
year round at a cost of only $35,000. 

Col. J. W. Thompson, director of the 
public library of Evanston, IIl., joined 
in the sentiments of the other trustees 
who had spoken. As president of the 
Illinois library association he expressed 
a hope that that state would soon be 
found ranking higher in its work for 
libraries. 

Cornelia Marvin, reference librarian 
of Armour institute, Chicago, gave a 
full account of the work that is being 
done in the library school there in fit- 
ting trained librarians for going into 
library work. 

Mrs C. S. Morris, president of the 
Wisconsin federation of women’s clubs, 
gave a very interesting paper on the 
needful works that should be done for 
and by the clubs in connection with 
libraries. 

Wednesday morning was given toa 
round table conference on library mat- 
ters. A letter from Margaret Pierce, 
Cleveland, O., relative to the summer 
school in library science, was read. She 
urged those wishing to enter the pro- 
fession not to attempt to learn by ex- 
perience and going over problems that 
had already been solved. Profit by 
what has been done by others. Every 
business has a network of technicalities 
that must be learned; if one cannot go 
to a regular library school, he should 
take asummer course. Dr Birge and 
Miss McDonnell spoke of the good 
work done in the Wisconsin summer 
school. 

A good paper on Access to the 
shelves was read by Sue C. Nicholls, of 
Ft. Atkinson. This will be given in 
Pusric LisrariEs later, as will also the 
next interesting paper on Two book sys- 
tems, by Mrs. S. H. Miner, of Madison. 

This was followed by a clear, practi- 
cal presentation of the duplicate ques- 
tion, by Mary J. Doolittle, of Beaver 
Dam. She said wisdom should be used 
in what is duplicated, but a popular, 
good book should beaccessible to many. 
A library will do more good if it keeps 
in circulation good books than with a 
circulation of twice as many poor ones. 














Expense should not prevent children’s 
books from being freely bought. 

Lucy L. Pleasants, of Menasha, told 
of sympathy gained for her library by 
furnishing books to those wanting them. 

Miss Van Valkenburg, of Milwaukee, 
read a highly interesting paper on Se- 
lecting fiction fora small library, which 
will appear in Pusiic Lisrarizs. A 
diffident child’s first visit to a library 
was very interestingly presented by 
Miss Oakley, of Madison, who gave 
some very suggestive hints on how not 
to receive these visitors. 

The last hour of the morning was 
taken up with a question box which 
drew forth suggestions and information 
relating to libraries and their work. 
Wednesday afternoon was taken up in 
a discussion of problems of libraries 
and schools. The meeting was held in 
the Wisconsin normal school building 
and was largely attended by pupils and 
students. After the association was 
welcomed to the institution by students 
singing and a few words from President 
Harvey, an account of the Library sec- 
tion of the N. E. A. and its purposes 
and plans was given by Mary E. Ahern, 
secretary of the section. This was fol- 
lowed by very interesting papers on the 
work that can be done in a normal 
school library, by Irene Warren, of 
Stevens Point, and Lizzie P. Swan, of 
West Superior. 

These were followed by an account 
of the Use and abuse of township libra- 
ries in Wisconsin, by W. H. Cheever. 
As is usual with most township libra- 
ries under the present systems, there 
was more abuse than use. 

In response to the invitation from the 
library section of the N. E. A. to send 
a delegate to the meeting ‘next summer 
the entire membership of the Wiscon- 
sin library association was appointed a 
delegation by President Hutchins. 

The officers elected for the year are: 
President, E. A. Birge, Madison; Ist 
vice-president, G. W. Peckham, Mil- 
waukee; 2d vice-president, Mrs. E. E. 
Vaughn, Ashland; secretary, Agnes Van 
Valkenburg, Milwaukee; treasurer, Ma- 
bel Early, Chippewa Falls. 
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Library Schools and Classes 
New York State library school 


The library school takes possession 
in February of its new rooms on the 
fifth floor of the capitol. These are 
directly over the old quarters, 60 feet 
higher. They are reached by three ele- 
vators, and, besides the finer view, the 
quiet and freedom from dust because 
so much farther from the street, they 
will have much better ventilation and 
light and more abundant room. In- 
stead of the tables heretofore used, the 
students will be supplied with standard 
desks and each with an electric student- 
lamp. Large new coat and toilet rooms 
have been provided and the school 
begins its second decade by occupying 
quarters better adapted to its work 
than it has ever before enjoyed. 

Two reasons have determined the 
faculty to omit the summer session of 
the library school for 1897: 

1. The confusion and labor incident 
to transferring the school and all its 
collections to entirely new quarters on 
the upper floor of the capitol. 

2. The large number who will be 
abroad this summer attending the in- 
ternational library congress in London. 

George F. Bowerman, class of ‘95, 
classified and cataloged the library of 
the Saturn club, Buffalo, in January. 
He resumed his position as assistant in 
the New York State library February 1. 

Mary E. Robbins, class of ’92, is ar- 
ranging and cataloging the Port Jervis 
(N. Y.) free library. 

George W. C. Stockwell, class of ’95 
(undergraduate), is at Ware, Mass., 
to catalog and classify the Y. M.C. A. 
library. 

Louise M. Sutermeister, class of ’90, 
was married December 24 to Silas 
Charles Delap, Kansas City, Mo. 


Armour institute 


Miss Sharp spoke before the Chicago 
Woman’s club, January 27, on Library 
extension, and to the Aurora Woman’s 
club, on Public libraries, the following 


week. 
The library collection of books on 
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laces, embroideries, and tapestries has 
been on exhibition during. February. 
Other exhibits will follow, showing the 
resources of the library in art and rare 
books. 

May Bennett, formerly assistant li- 
brarian of Armour institute, was mar- 
ried February 11 to William A. Dyche, 
mayor of Evanston, III. 

The following topics have been se- 
lected for the university extension 
course at Geneva, IIl.: 

Library extension, Libraries and 
schools, Children’s reading, Library 
training, Library associations, Travel- 
ing and home libraries, Selecting and 
buying books, Classification and cata- 
logue, Bookbinding and the care of 
books, Reference books and their use, 
Libraries and clubs. 

The class is composed largely of pro- 
gressive club women and schoolteach- 
ers, and numbers 27. The instructor is 
Cornelia Marvin, reference librarian Ar- 
mour institute of technology, Chicago. 


Illinois State Library Association 


Its object, membership, and a plea for the co- 
operation of libraries in state work 


The Illinois Library Association was 
organized for the sole and exclusive 
purpose of promoting library interests 
throughout the entire state. More spe- 
cifically stated, the object is of a three- 
fold character, viz.: 

1, Social; or the furthering of a gen- 
eral acquaintance amongst librarians, 
library boards, teachers, and other per- 
sons interested in the advancement of 
library influence. 

2, Educational; or the dissemination of 
practical instruction in modern library 
methods and administration. 

3, Missionary; or the awakening and 
extension of general interest in the li- 
brary and its work, and the necessity 
of aggressive work in its interest. 

The membership of this association is 
not confined to librarians; but any per- 
son connected or identified with the 
conduct, direction, or management of 
any library within the state, or the pro- 
motion, development, or extension of 
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library work, is eligible to its member- 
ship. 

“Every purpose is established by 
counsel;” and the purpose of this asso- 
ciation is so broad and practical that it 
should have the most cordial and hearty 
rm ths of every library within the state. 

here are no fads to be foisted upon 
the public; no schemes in the interest 
of any section, institution, local library, 
or individual. 

The following might be mentioned as 
amongst the more effective methods of 
practical operation: 

1, The public meeting for the consid- 
eration and discussion of practical sub- 
jects bearing on the modern library, its 
methods and relations 

2, Institute work for practical instruc- 
tion in the details of modern library 
methods and administration. 

3, Library extension lecture courses on 
library science, adapted to the present. 
conditions of library development and 
general administrative requirements. 

Next to the school, the library is 
susceptible of being made the greatest 
educational force of modern times. 
When properly controlled and directed, 
it is the most efficient auxiliary of the 
school. Its privileges and advantages 
should be available to every child in 
our great state. Why are they not? 
Are not librarians and library boards. 
largely responsible for the lack of li- 
brary privileges and the general apathy 
and indifference in relation to the pub- 
lic library and its influence, prevailing 
in many places throughout the state? 
Is there any better method of awaken- 
ing and arousing general interest than 
by concentration of effort through the 
State Library Association? If there is, 
then by all means let it be known! Can 
this association have the pleasure of 
the codperation of your library in this 
“forward movement” in the interest of 
library extension in the state of Illinois? 
Remember, that in helping others you 
will help your own library; that the 
development of a missionary spirit for 
library extension throughout the state 
will intensify the interest in your home 
field; that a library cannot live alone— 

















unto itself, by itself, and for itself —any 
more than a community or an individ- 
ual; that the altruistic spirit is funda- 
mental in all true, live, and progressive 
library work; that, if a library board 
desires a live, wide-awake, enthusiastic 
library staff, it must permit the mem- 
bers of the staff to come into contact 
with the work and workers of other 
fields; that, if the individual members 
of local library boards desire to be in 
touch with the progessive spirit of 
modern library enterprise, there must 
be identification in some way with the 
general work. 

Particular attention is called to the 
Illinois state library association bu- 
reau of information as the very best 
means available for information, advice, 
or counsel relating to anything and 
everything pertaining to the conduct, 
extension, or establishment of a library. 
This bureau is conducted under the 
directorship of Miss Katharine L. Sharp, 
Armour institute of technology, Chi- 
cago, Ill. Don’t be afraid to write to 
Miss Sharp about anything pertaining 
to the library or its administration. 

_ This letter is not from a librarian, 
neither is it written at the suggestion of 
a librarian; but it is from a business 
man, a director of a free public li- 
brary, who is a firm believer in the li- 
brary and the necessity of library exten- 
sion; whose interest and enthusiasm are 
due to a slight contact with general 
library work, together with the results of 
a little aggressive work in a small li- 
brary, demonstrating possibilities within 
the reach of every community through- 
out the state. Shall the Illinois state 
library association, following the pre- 
cedent of a number of other states, be- 
come an active, aggressive, and efficient 
working organization in the interest of 
one of the great modern educational 
forces—the library? I believe it will. 
What do you think about it? 
Very respectfully, 
J. W. THomeson, 
President Ill. State Library Ass’n. 


Evanston, Ill., Feb. 20, 1897. 
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News from the Library Field 
East 

Annie E. Monahan has been elected 
librarian of the Norway (Me.) public 
library. 

By the will of the late Mrs Horatio 
Lyon, Monson (Mass.) public library 
will receive $10,000. 


The Grafton (Mass.) public library 
reports a circulation of 33,812 for the 
year 1896. Hattie S. Mann is librarian. 


The Meekins library building of Wil- 
liamsburg, Mass., was dedicated Febru- 
ary 2. There are being placed in the 
library about 10,000v., which will be 
ready for use at once. 


The report of G. M. Jones, of Salem 
( Mass.) public library, shows a circula- 
tion of 109,117v.; fiction, 84 6 per cent; 
salaries, $5,668; books, $2,986. A strong 
argument is made for larger quarters. 


The public libraries of Boston and 
Hartford have been suffering from a 
Swedish professor's love for their books, 
expressed in appropriation without per- 
mission. His career has been inter- 
rupted for the present. 


Librarian Green, of Worcester, Mass., 
recently gave a very interesting exhi- 
bition of prints illustrative of the build- 
ings, paintings, images, statues, bronzes, 
etc., uncovered at Pompeii. More than 
half the prints were in colors, and all 
gave a good idea of the homes, lives, 
and civilization of that day. 


J. N. Brown gives $200,000 to Provi- 
dence, R. I., for a new library building.- 
This will enable the trustees to carry 
out their original designs. Mr Brown 
is only 33 years old, but is a close stu- 
dent of political and social questions. 
His father gave the library building and 
the ground on which it stands to Brown 
university. 

Central Atlantic 

The Bancroft library, of Salem, N. Y., 
reports number of books in library, 
8,687; circulation last year, 10,207v. 


The annual report of Librarian Carr. 
of Scranton, Pa., shows a circulation of 
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159,174v.; per cent of fiction, 79.8; sal- 
aries, $5,400; books, $3,000. 

The report of the Carnegie free li- 
brary of Braddock, Pa., shows a circu- 
lation of 53,065v.; books in library, 
12,343. Fiction has dropped from 78 
to 76 per cent. 

The C. A. Greene public library of 
Castile, N. Y., was opened to the pub- 
lic February 22. It starts out with the 
500-volume Scribner library and about 
200 other books given by Cordelia A. 
Greene. Emily B. Felt is acting libra- 
rian. 

The Carnegie library: of Allegheny, 
Pa., has withdrawn from its fiction 
shelves the works of Mrs Holmes, E. P. 
Roe, Mrs Southworth, Mrs A. J. E. 
Wilson, and other writers of like mind. 
The reasons given are in the main the 
condemnations of Mrs Annie M., Lo- 
gan, a reviewer for the Nation, as ex- 
pressed in The list of books for girls 
and women. 

Central 


Chas. Willard, of Battle Creek, Mich., 
gave $40,000 for a library building in 
that city. 

Chicago public library has opened 
the public document room in the new 
building for the use of the patrons of 
that department. 

Mrs Lana H. Cope, State librarian of 
Iowa, has 175 applications tor the 50 
traveling libraries which are being pre- 
pared to inaugurate the new system in 
Iowa. 

Mrs S. W. Allerton, of Chicago, has 
given to Monticello, IIl., a library build- 
ing, and the books will be furnished by 
the town. Lyda Coleman has been ap- 
pointed librarian. 

F. M. Crunden has completed his 
twentieth year at the,St. Louis public 
library. His recent report shows num- 
ber of books 11,200v.; cards, 36,000; cir- 
culation for 1896, 506,596v. 

The public library building at Peoria, 
Ill., was dedicated February 11. Promi- 
nent citizens took part in the exercises, 
and Librarian Willcox outlined the use- 
ful work of the institution. 
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The Cobden (Ill.) library association 
has turned over its library of 2,000v., 
the building and lot, and all the fur- 
nishing, to the board of education, to 
be maintained as a free public library. 


There is a general revival of public 
interest in libraries in Iowa, stimulated 
by the recent large bequests to public 
libraries, and by the new traveling li- 
brary law, which, it is predicted, will 
result in the establishment of one or 
more libraries in every county of the 
state where none yet exist. 


The Matson public library of Prince- 
ton, Ill., was reopened for circulation 
December 8. The library room, which 
was small and often crowded to its full- 
est capacity, has been enlarged to twice 
its former size, and new shelving added. 
The library has been reclassified by the 
Dewey Decimal system and a card shelf- 
list and card catalog are being made. 
The work is under the direction of Eliz- 
abeth P. Clarke, Armour, ’97. 


South 


Pauline Jones has been elected State 
librarian of Tennessee. 


Henrietta Matthews has been elected 
librarian of the public library, Hunts- 
ville, Ala. 


Sumter, S. C., has a flourishing library 
which reports enlarged quarters for the 
coming year. 


. W. H. Sargent, of the Norfolk (Va.) 
public library, reports a decided in- 
crease in the use of the library. The 
attendance in the reading room in Janu- 
ary, 1896, was 3,243; in January, 1897, 
4,045. 
West 

Mrs Mollie S. Cornutt has been 
elected librarian of the public library 
of Nebraska City, Neb. Edna D. Bul- 
lock, of Lincoln, will organize the li- 
brary. 


Work has begun on the remodeling 
of the public library of Helena, Mont. 
When completed the library will have 
twice as much space as it now has. 
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LIBRARY DEPARTMENT. 


A. C. MCCLURG & CO. 


CHICAGO. 


E have a department devoted exclusively to the requirements: 
of public, university, college and school Libraries, 
We earnestly invite correspondence on any matters connected 


with this branch of our business, 





Our immense stock is always complete in works of general 


literature, embracing 


Belles-Lettres Art Music 
History Fiction Drama 
Biography Travel Poetry 


A. C. TicCLURG & CO. 
Wabash Avenue and Madison Street, 
CHICAGO. 


When writing please mention PUBLIC LIBRARIES. 
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[ESTABLISHED 1848] 


LEMCKE & BUBCHNER 


(Formerly B. WESTERMANN & CO.) 


812 BROADWAY, NEW YORK. 


With offices at LONDON, LEIPZIG, PARIS 


Booksellers, [mporters-and -- Publishers. 


Agents by appointment to many of the largest American and Foreign 
College and Public Libraries. 


OUR TERMS TO LIBRARIES ARE LOWER 
THAN THOSE OF FOREIGN AGENCIES. 


‘PERIODICALS SUPPLIED AT LOWER RATES THAN MAIL COPIES AND IN BETTER SHAPE FOR BINDING 








AMERICAN BOOKS AT LOWEST RATES. 





Amportations from all parts of the world, weekly shipments from England, Germany and France 
by the fastest steamers. Orders dispatched by every mail steamer. We solicit subscriptions 
to our Monthly Bulletin of World-Literature, a list of the most important publications of 
Germany, France, England, America, Italy, Spain, Scandinavia, and other countries, with 
complete index and supplement of critical notes. Subscription, per year, 25 cents. Cloth 

.- Cover and Reading Case for same, 20 cents. Recently published : 


CATALOGUE RAISONNE OF WORLD-LITERATURE 


1. German Classics and Belles-Lettres; German Juvenile Literature, price 10 cts. 
_ Il. French Classics and Belles-Lettres, price 10 cts. 


Miss M. S. Cutler, of Albany, says of the German Catalogue: ‘‘It covers a difficult ground in 
rthe most satisfactory way. It ought to be in the hands of every librarian in the country.” Mr. G. 
M. Jones, of the French Catalogue: ‘‘It is a valuable and useful work.” 
PAP PPP PP PPP PP 


AMERICAN AGENTS FOR THE 


TAUCHNITZ COLLECTION OF BRITISH AUTHORS 





The most convenient, well printed, cheapest edition on good paper, in which books meant to be 
read, were ever published.—/. Y. 7rzbune. 
PUBLISHERS OF . 

‘Fluegel, a universal English-German and German-English Dictionary. New edition, 3 volumes. 

English-German part, 2 vols., half mor., $11.00. German-English part, 1 vol., half mor., $5.50. 
.Fluegel-Schmidt-Tanger’s School and Hand-Lexicon of the German and English Languages. 

2 vols., large 8vo., half leather, Ni Y. 1896, introd. price, $4.50. The German-English part 

separately, introd. price, $2.60. : 

The two Standard Dictionaries which no Library can be without. 
When writing please mention PUBLIC LIBRARIES. 
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IMPORTANT AIDS 


In Selecting Books 


For Public Libraries 


Messrs. HOUGHTON, MIFFLIN & CO. publish thousands of 
volumes which they commend to the attention of persons forming 
libraries of their own, or adding to them; also to those who have the 
responsibility of selecting books for public libraries. 

These volumes include works of Emerson, Hawthorne, Bryant, 
Longfellow, Whittier, Lowell, Holmes, Mrs. Stowe, Howells, Aldrich, 
Miss Jewett, Mrs. Deland, Miss Phelps, Mrs. Whitney, Mrs. Wiggin, 
Scott, Browning, Tennyson, Thackeray, Dickens, and hundreds besides. 

The following Catalogues will be found very useful in selecting 
books for the library:— 

1. A Portrait Catalogue of all the Publications of HouGHTON, MIFFLIN & Co., with portraits 
of fifty-three of the authors represented in it, and forming a book of over 160 pages. 


2. A Classified List of these Publications (in many cases with helpful descriptions and esti- 

mates by competent judges), including books of Architecture and Art, Biography, Educa- 
tion, Essays, Fiction, History, Household, Law, Out-door Books, Poetry, Politics and 
Sociology, Religion and Theology, Science, Travel, and Books for Young Folks. This 
arrangement enables a person to ascertain at once what books are embraced in any of 
these departments. 
Descriptive Catalogue of the books from their list (towards 600) included in the Model 
Library of 5,000 volumes exhibited at the Chicago Exposition by the American Library 
Association. The great care and intelligence with which this Model Library was selected 
lend peculiar weight to the judgment and the selections made. This Catalogue is specially 
commended for use in choosing books for small public libraries. 


4. ADescriptive Catalogue of their books included in the School Library Lists of several States. 
5- An Illustrated Descriptive Catalogue of their Juvenile Books. 


Special Circulars describing books in the Educational and Law Book Departments will be 
furnished on application. The Bulletin of New Books published by the firm will also be sent 
free to persons requesting it. 


All these Catalogues are sent free on application. Persons desiring to start libraries, 
or to make additions to their libraries, are requested to address 


HOUGHTON, MIFFLIN & CO., BOSTON. 


When writing please mention PUBLIC LIBRARIES. 
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LIBRARY ADHESIVES 





1 2 
ak ? A beautiful homogeneous adhesive, pure white and 
I HIGGINS PHOTO MOUNTER. delicately scented, for mounting photographs, tex- 
tile samples, scrap book, tissue work, and general use as a substitute for mucilage. Always ready and requires no 
preparation. In 3o0z.,60z., 14 0z. and % Gallon and Gallon Jars. 30z. Jar prepaid by mail, thirty cents. 


2-H IGGINS’ TAURINE MUCI LAGE A pg re aor yan, poses oe a 
corrosive, and will not become dirty and stained in use. Adopted ie theSchoel Board o lndiaioelis bo the enche. 


sion of all other mucilages. In20z., 40z., % Pt. and Qt. Bottles, and1,2and5Galicn Cans. 2 0z. Bottle prepaid 
by mail, twenty-five cents. 


3-HIGGINS’ DRAWING-BOARD AND LIBRARY MUCILAGE. 


A Semi-fiuid Adhesive of extraordinary strength. For sticking paper to paper, paper to cloth, or leather to paper or 
cloth, it is unequaled. Excellent for mounting drawings, maps or pictures on cloth, paper or wood, and for repairing 
and labelling books. The Se volumes of the model library at the World’s Fair were repaired and labelled with it, 
and it was voluntarily exhibited and recommended by the committee in charge as the only satisfactory adhesive for 
the purpose. Its utility in libraries is hence apparent. Ingo0z., 60z.,140z. and % Gallon and Gallon Jars. 
3 oz. Jar prepaid by mail, thirty cents. 


SOLD BY DEALERS IN ARTISTS’ MATERIALS, PHOTO SUPPLIES AND STATIONERY. 

These is sre peculiarly adapted for library use, being of the very highest standard and hence popular educators in 
themselves. The adhesives are extremely strong, yet spread easily and smovuthly in a very thin film, so that they go further 
than starch or flour pastes or gum mucilages, and as they never deteriorate or spoil there is no waste, and they are hence more 
economical in the end than cheap goods. Descriptive circulars and full information will be sent postpaid on application. 


CHAS. M. HIGGINS & CO., Originators and Manufacturers, 
INKS AND ADHESIVES. 168-172 Eighth St., Brooklyn, N. Y., U.S. A. 
London Office: 106 Charing Cross Road. 


OF INTEREST TO LIBRARIANS AND BOOK BUYERS 


We wish to call the attention of librarians and others to the rapid growth 
and completeness of our Library Department. We are prepared to fill, with the 
utmost care and promptness, all orders intrusted to us. 

We carry a very large and complete stock of books in all departments of 
literature, including medical and scientific works. 

Our “K” Catalogue is elaborate and comprehensive, embracing the most 
important books in all departments of literature. 

Our “S” List is devoted to medical and scientific books, and includes the 
more important works of all publishers relating to these subjects. 

Our School Library Catalogue is devoted to the needs of schools, and is 
very valuable to all who are interested in school work. 

The Book Bulletin is a quarterly publi¢ation, and gives a list of many new 
publications, both foreign and American. 

Kindly submit lists to us for quotations. All inquiries receive the most 
prompt and careful attention. ¥ 

Librarians and library officials are invited to come and see us when in the 
city. We shall be pleased to show you through our establishment and, in any 
way possible, to serve your interests. Correspondence solicited. 


MONTGOMERY WARD & CO. 


111 to 120 Michigan Avenue, 








(OPPOSITE THE NEW POST OFFICE.) Chicago. 
When writing please mention PUBLIC LIBRARIES. 
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The Library, for 1896, bound, $1.50. 


A... A. TRIP TO EUROPE. 


Special offer to American Librarians of 


The Library, 1896, 


A magazine of Bibliography and Library Literature, edited by 
Mr. J. Y. W. Macalister, F. S. A. 


The organ of the Library Association of the United Kingdom. 


This work, the general interest of which is well known to members of the American Library 
Association, is especially interesting this year in view of the account it gives of 


...English Libraries... 


Recognising its practical utility to those who contemplate taking the trip to Europe, the pub- 
poe dg offering the annual volume for 1896, bound, at half the subscription price—one dollar 
and a half, net. : 


Library Bureau 
10 Bloomsbury Street, : . . London. 








READY MARCH 25 


Guide to the Literature of Fine Art and Music 


A thousand titles, with descriptive, critical, and comparative notes. 
Painting, Sculpture, Architecture, 
Illustration, Pottery, Metal-work, etc. 

By RUSSELL STURGIS 


President Fine Art Federation of New York; Author of ‘* European Architecture.” 





MUSIC. 


Its History; Folk-song; National music; Biography; Wagneriana, etc. By Henry E. Krehbiel, 
Musical Editor New York Tribune; Author of “ How to Listen to Music,” 
“Studies in the Wagnerian Drama,” etc. 


Pus.tisHeo ror THE AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. 


Library Bureau, 
Boston. Chicago. New York. Philadelphia. London. 
Cloth, $1.00. Paper, 50 cents. 
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E beg to inform Librarians that beside our 
Regular Edition Work, we make a specialty of 





| Rebinding Of Volumes 
of evern Description. 








Our English Sewing guarantees a flexible and 





durable book, and our low prices and excellency of work- 








manship are beyond competition. Special attention iS 





also given to the 


Binding of Periodicals 
IN ANY STYLE 





which may be desired by the librarian. 


Boston Bookbinding Go. 


BOSTON, MASS. 


When writing please mention PUBLIC LIBRARIES. 
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Otto Harrassowitz: Leipzig 
Bookseller and Library Agent 


PUBLISHER OF THE 


German Library Journal 
(Centralblatt fur Bibliothekswesen) 


O. H.’s Large and carefully selected stock of second-hand books comprises all 
branches of literature; about 20 carefully classified catalogues published yearly 
and sent free on application. (Please state the branch of literature wanted.) 
Orders solicited direct or through a bookseller doing business with Leipzig. 

O. H.’s Library Department executes commissions of every kind at the fairest con- 


ditions. 

Shipments to New York twice every month. Small parcels collected into large boxes, 
making the same pro rata savings of expenses as large lots sent direct. Urgent 
orders filled by mail in less than four weeks. Bindings in all styles. 


Free of duty. 
First rate references will be given by leading American Librarians. 


New York Bankers: Knauth, Nachod & Kuhne. 


OUR CATALOGUE 


TUS. READ SZ. 

















Fe te ASK FOR IT IF INTERESTED. 


RARE OLD BOOKS. 


Have you wants in this line? We will supply them. 
If not in stock we find them. 





Magazines and Periodicals. 
Qdd Numbers, Volumes or Complete Sets. 
SEND US YOUR WANT LIST. 


Ye Olde Booke [Tart, 133 North 13th street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


When writing please mention PUBLIC LIBRARIES. 
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Librarians and others will do well to communicate 
with us before placing their orders. 
The latest publications of all the leading American 
9 and English publishers are kept in stock, thereby 
enabling us to fill orders with utmost despatch. 


Special attention is asked to our facilities for im- 


S ON S porting books free of duty. 


1537157 Fifth Ave., New York. MODEL LI BRARI ES 


A NEW PLAN. Of special interest to Librarians and those about to establish libraries. 
Send for catalogues and particulars of these libraries of books selected by experts, and en- 
dorsed by the various State Library Commissions and educational officials. 


ONE THOUSAND annotated catalogues, with name and rules of library, given with 
each Model Library. 


Correspondence Solicited. 





Send for our general catalogue of publications and importations, and specimen copy of 


THE BOOK BUYER 


a:‘monthly magazine devoted to books, authors, and literary affairs. 
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When writing please mention PUBLIC LIBRARIES. 
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LIBRARY BOOK STACKS 


The ‘“Stikeman”’ Adjustable and Absolutely Adjustable Patent 
Steel Shelving, though but a few years in use, have 
been adopted in the following libraries : 


MORRISON-REEVES LIBRARY, Richmond, Ind. 

SOUTHWORTH LIBRARY, Dryden, N. Y. 

REDWOOD LIBRARY, Newport, R. I. 

LUTHERAN THEO. SEM. LIBRARY, Gettysburg, Pa. 

STRATFORD LIBRARY, Stratford, Conn. 

BRYN MAWR COLLEGE LIBRARY, Bryn Mawr, Pa. 

DYER LIBRARY, Saco, Me. 

PUBLIC LIBRARY, Lowell, Mass. 

OTIS LIBRARY, Norwich, Conn. 

CHRISTIAN HALL LIBRARY ASS’N, Philadelphia, Pa. 

NEW HAMPSHIRE COLLEGE LIBRARY, Durham,N.H 

PEQUOT LIBRARY, Southport, Conn. 

PUBLIC LIBRARY, Somerville, Mass. 

HATCH LIBRARY, Cleveland, Ohio. 

PUBLIC LIBRARY, Portland, Me. 

HIGH SCHOOL LIBRARY, Winsted, Conn. 

HIGH SCHOOL LIBRARY, Detroit, Mich. 

PUBLIC LIBRARY, Greenwich, Conn. 

LAW LIBRARY, Canton, Ohio. 

STATE LIBRARY, Dover, Del. 

HART MEMORIAL LIBRARY, Troy, N. Y. 

STATE NORMAL SCHOOL, Warrensburg, Mo. 

ST. JOSEPH’S SEMINARY OF THE CITY OF NEW 
YORK, Yonkers, N. Y. 

CHURCH CLUB LIBRARY, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

ST. MICHAEL’S CHURCH LIBRARY, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

RESIDENCE OF A, A. LOW, ESQ., Brooklyn, N. Y. 


Our systems admit-of partial and absolute adjustment, while the spacing between 
divisions is brought to a minimum. 


Lightness and Simplicity, with Greatest Strength, is used in Construction. 


These stacks are on exhibition at our warerooms, where full information 
and catalogue may be obtained. 





Correspondence Solicited.... 





MEDAL AND DIPLOMA AWARDED BY COLUMBIAN EXPOSITION 1898. 


A. B..& W. T. WESTERVELT 
Workers in Plain and Ornamental Iron and Steel. 


SOLE MANUFACTURERS OF 


The Stikeman Patent Book Stacks 
102 Chambers St., Cor. Church, New York. 


When writing please mention PUBLIC LIBRARIES. 
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LONDON PARIS LEIPZIG 
2Star Yard, CareySt.W.C. 76 Rue de Rennes. Hospital St., 10. 


GUSTAV E. STECHERT 


Importer of 
...pooks and Periodicals 


(Formerly 8:0 Broadway) 


NEW YORK 


HAS REMOVED TO 


9 EAST 16TH STREET 


BETWEEN UNION SQUARE AND FIFTH AVE. 


American Agent for the Monthly New Book List of English 
publications. 
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NOW READY. 


THE THEORY OF 


National «° International Bibliography 


With Special Reference to the Introduction of System in the 
Record of Modern Literature 


_ By FRANK CAMPBELL 
(Of the Library British Museum.) 


Under the above title, Mr. FRANK CAMPBELL, of the British Museum, has 
completed a work which has long been sorely needed in the Library world. 


It is scarcely possible to have been on the staff of the finest library in the 
world for twelve years without having abundant opportunities for noticing the 
various methods adopted throughout the world of literature, and the present 
work shows that Mr. CAMPBELL has made full use of his opportunities. - 


The main purpose of the book is to show that the successful cataloging and 
indexing of literature, both National and International, is dependent upon State 
direction and control; and that this is the true secret of ultimate uniformity in 
cataloging the literature of the world. 


In its National aspects, the work refers more chiefly to the British Empire, 
but leads up to the dominating idea of an International system of bibliography. 


In spite of the technical character of the work, it will be found to possess a 
variety of interests for all who are interested in the art of cataloging literature. 


A special feature of the work consists in its lengthy explanations of the vari- 
ous kinds of works of reference required by the literary student. 


To Men of Science it should prove of much assistance in its careful examina- 
tion of the problems connected with the cataloging of periodical literature. 


It will be found to have a special interest, not only for librarians in all kinds, 
of libraries, but also for all students of general or official literature. 


One Volume, p. 500. Medium 8vo, Paper Covers, 10s. 6d. net. 


Library Bureau 
(Cepric Cuivers, Manager), 


10 Bloomsbury Street, London, W. C. 


Orders for the above publication will be received and executed by the 
Library Bureau, 146 Franklin St., Boston. 


When writing please mention PUBLIC LIBRARIES. 
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THE NEW 


HAMMOND 
No. 2. 


THE STANDARD 
OF THE WORLD 








The Librarian’s Typewriter Par Excellence 


Used exclusively by all the prominent Libraries in the United States 
and England. The only machine that can and does meet all the 


requirements of Library Card Indexing. 





PAPER OF ANY WIDTH MAY BE INSERTED. 
CARDS OF ANY SIZE MAY BE USED. 

















Perfect Alignment and Uniform Impression are Always Insured 





FORTY STYLES OF TYPE, INSTANTLY INTERCHANGEABLE. 





FOURTEEN LANGUAGES ON A SINGLE MACHINE. 











Send for Catalogue and specimen of “ Hammond” work. 


The Hammond Typewriter Co. 


424 East 62d Street, NEW YORK. 


When writing please mention PUBLIC LIBRARIES, 











